Employment rates by gender, 1979-2006

Percentage-point change in

Women Men Gender employment gap gender employment gap
Country 1979 1989 2000 2006 1979 1989 2000 2006 1979 1989 2000 2006 1979-89  1989-2000  2000-06
United States 551% 64.1% 678% 66.1% 81.6% 814% 806% 781% 26.5% 173% 128% 12.0% 92 -4.5 -0.8
Japan 513 54.8 56.7 58.8 82.8 80.6 80.9 81.0 315 25.8 24.2 222 -5.7 -16 -2.0
Germany 49.0 50.8 58.1 615 815 759 729 729 325 25.1 14.8 114 -74 -103 -34
United Kingdom - 622 65.6 66.8 - 81.8 789 784 - 19.6 133 1.5 - -6.3 -1.8
France 504 49.7 543 57.1 783 70.0 68.1 67.5 279 203 138 104 -76 -6.5 -34
Italy 325 352 396 463 75.1 69.2 68.2 70.5 426 340 286 24.2 -8.6 -54 -44
Canada 51.0 624 65.6 69.0 79.8 79.1 76.2 76.8 288 16.7 10.6 7.8 -12. -6.1 -28
Australia 464% 564% 614% 655%  821% 798% 770% 788%  357% 234% 157% 133% -123 -7.7 24
Austria - - 594 63.5 - - 76.8 76.9 - - 174 135 - - -39
Belgium - 39.7 519 536 - 67.9 69.8 67.0 - 282 179 134 - -103 -45
Denmark - 69.5 721 732 - 80.9 80.7 80.6 - 114 8.6 74 - -2.8 -1.2
Finland 64.3 714 64.5 67.3 735 77.0 694 70.5 9.2 56 49 32 -3.6 -0.7 -1.7
Greece - 376 413 475 - 74. 713 74.6 - 36.5 30.0 27.1 - -6.5 -29
Ireland 322 34.5 533 588 785 65.6 75.6 773 46.3 31.1 223 185 -15.2 -8.8 -38
Netherlands 325 452 63.0 66.0 74.9 74.7 813 78.7 424 29.5 183 12.7 -129 -11.2 -56
New Zealand - 57.6 63.5 684 - 77.7 782 82.1 - 20.1 14.7 137 - -54 -1.0
Norway 58.1 67.5 74.0 723 80.7 80.1 81.7 786 226 126 7.7 6.3 -10.0 49 -1.4
Spain 29.6 306 420 54.0 80.2 71.1 727 773 50.6 405 30.7 233 -10.1 -9.8 74
Sweden 720 80.7 722 72.1 86.2 85.1 76.2 76.8 14.2 44 4.0 47 -9.8 -04 0.7
Switzerland - - 694 71.1 - - 87.3 84.7 - - 179 136 - - -43
Average excluding U.S. 474% 533% 594% 628%  795% 759% 760% 764%  320% 226% 166% 13.6% 96 6.2 30
Source: Authors'analysis of OECD (2007c and 2007d). \./I\/\/'
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