Work and leave policies

Full-time employees

Statuatory paid Statutory paid Average annual
minimum vacation public holidays Total weeks worked,

Country (weeks) (days) (weeks) 2005%
United States 0.0 0.0 0.0 46.7
Japan 2.0 0.0 2.0 -
Germany 4.0 10.0 6.0 417
United Kingdom 4.0 0.0 4.0 433
France 6.0 1.0 6.2 414
Italy 4.0 13.0 6.6 425
Canada 20 8.0 36 448
Australia 4 7.0 54 -
Austria 44 13.0 7.0 422
Belgium 4.0 10.0 6.0 44.0
Denmark 4.0 9.0 58 416
Finland 5.0 9.0 6.8 417
Greece 4.0 6.0 52 45.0
Ireland 4.0 9.0 58 44.6
Netherlands 4.0 0.0 4.0 43.1
New Zealand 4.0 7.0 54 -
Norway 50 2.0 54 410
Spain 44 12.0 6.8 433
Sweden 50 0.0 50 388
Switzerland 4.0 0.0 4.0 -
Average excluding U.S. 4.1 6.1 53 426

* Considers 52 weeks per year minus statutory public holidays, minimum paid leave, maternity/parental
leave, sickness and disability leave, and leave for other reasons.
Source: Ray and Schmitt (2007) and OECD (2007e).
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