Characteristics of low-wage workers, 2007 (Part 1 of 2)

Low-wage Total workforce

Share of workforce 26.5% 100.0%
Number 32,486,770 122,815,179
Average wage $8.04 $19.50
Gender
Female 57.0% 47.9%
Male 430 52.1
Race/ethnicity
White 56.0% 67.4%
African American 147 114
Hispanic 234 148
Asian 38 4.6
Other 2.2 1.8
Education
Less than high school 21.5% 9.8%
High school 375 296
Associates 7.2 9.8
Some college 244 19.8
College or more 9.5 310
Age
18-25 35.8% 16.5%
26-35 224 236
35+ 417 59.9

Table continues

Table 6.12 from: Mishel, Lawrence, Jared Bernstein, and Heidi Shierholz, The State of Working America 2008/2009.
An Economic Policy Institute Book. Ithaca, N.Y: ILR Press, an imprint of Cornell University Press, 2009.



