
 
 

Official and alternative poverty rates, 1996-2005, by demographics

Source: Garner and Short (2008).

Table 6.8 from: Mishel, Lawrence, Jared Bernstein, and Heidi Shierholz, The State of Working America 2008/2009.
An Economic Policy Institute Book. Ithaca, N.Y.: ILR Press, an imprint of Cornell University Press, 2009.

Official All Children
Non-elderly 

adults Elderly White
African 

American

1996    13.7%    20.5%    11.4%    10.8%    11.2%    28.4%

2000 11.3 16.1   9.4 10.2   9.4 22.0

2005 12.3 17.4 10.8 9.4 10.3 24.3

Percentage-point change

1996-2005  -1.4  -3.1  -0.6  -1.4  -0.9  -4.2

    2000-05   1.0   1.3   1.4  -0.8   0.9   2.3

Alternative

1996    17.1%    22.8%    14.4%    18.0%    14.3%    32.8%

2000 15.3 19.6 12.8 18.5 13.2 26.8

2005 17.7 21.4 15.5 21.8 15.2 31.7

Percentage-point change

1996-2005   0.6  -1.4   1.1   3.8   1.1  -1.1

    2000-05   2.4   1.8   2.7   3.3   2.2   4.9


