
 
 

Households with low net worth, 1962-2004  (percent of all households)

*  Constant 2005 dollars.  	

Source:  Wolff (2006).

Table 5.4 from: Mishel, Lawrence, Jared Bernstein, and Heidi Shierholz, The State of Working America 2008/2009.
An Economic Policy Institute Book. Ithaca, N.Y.: ILR Press, an imprint of Cornell University Press, 2009.

Percentage-point change

Net worth 1962 1983 1989 1998 2001 2004 1962-83 1983-89 1989-01 2001-04

Zero or 
negative 23.6% 15.5% 17.9% 18.0% 17.6% 17.0% -5.6 2.4 -0.3 -0.6

Less than 
$12,000* 34.3 29.7 31.8 30.3 30.1 29.6 -4.6 2.1 -1.7 -0.5


