Distribution of employment by wage level, blacks and Hispanics, 1973-2007

Share of employment below poverty-level wage (100)*

Black Hispanic
Year 0-75 75-100 Total** 0-75 75-100 Total**
All
1973 20.2% 23.9% 44.1% 16.8% 25.4% 42.3%
1979 73 302 375 6.4 315 379
1989 19.8 209 40.7 218 244 46.2
2000 123 19.5 318 17.8 24.9 427
2007 114 226 34.0 15.0 26.8 418
Change
1979-89 12.6% -9.4% 3.2% 15.4% -7.1% 8.3%
1989-2000 -7.5 -1.3 -89 -4.0 0.5 -35
2000-07 -0.9 3.1 22 -2.8 1.9 -0.9
Men
1973 11.8% 20.2% 31.9% 10.6% 21.0% 31.7%
1979 49 223 27.2 43 22.8 27.1
1989 155 19.8 353 18.1 23.0 411
2000 10.0 163 26.3 145 23.7 382
2007 9.8 21.1 309 116 26.1 37.8
Change
1979-89 10.6% -25% 8.1% 13.8% 0.1% 14.0%
1989-2000 -54 -35 -89 -36 0.7 -29
2000-07 -0.2 4.8 4.6 -29 25 -04
Women
1973 30.1% 28.1% 582% 27.6% 33.0% 60.6%
1979 9.8 38.7 48.5 9.6 44.8 545
1989 24.0 218 459 27.2 266 538
2000 143 222 36.5 226 26.7 49.3
2007 12.7 239 36.6 19.9 27.8 47.7
Change
1979-89 14.2% -16.9% -2.7% 17.6% -18.3% -0.7%
1989-2000 -9.8 04 -94 -4.6 0.1 -4.4
2000-07 -1.5 1.7 0.2 -2.7 1.1 -16

* The wage ranges are equivalent in 2007 dollars to: $7.65 and below (0-75), $7.65-$10.20 (75-100).

** Combines lowest two categories and represents the share of wage earners earning poverty-level wages. I
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