Percent distribution of educational attainment of immigrants, 1940-2007

1940
Male workers
Mexican immigrants
High school dropouts 94.6%
High school graduates 30
Some college 1.0
College graduates 14
Non-Mexican immigrants
High school dropouts 84.4%
High school graduates 9.2
Some college 28
College graduates 37
Female workers
Mexican immigrants
High school dropouts 84.5%
High school graduates 12.5
Some college 2.1
College graduates 0.9
Non-Mexican immigrants
High school dropouts 79.2%
High school graduates 15.8
Some college 2.8
College graduates 2.2

1950

91.2%
6.7
1.5
0.6

76.4%

14.5
4.0
5.1

82.4%

44
29

68.5%

223
50
4.2

Decennial Census

1960

88.3%
6.7
2.7
24

64.5%

16.8
8.3

104

83.9%

2.7
20

59.3%

255
9.6
5.7

Source: Borjas and Katz (2005) and authors’analysis of BLS data.

Table 3.31 from: Mishel, Lawrence, Jared Bernstein, and Heidi Shierholz, The State of Working America 2008/2009.
An Economic Policy Institute Book. Ithaca, N.Y.: ILR Press, an imprint of Cornell University Press, 2009.

1970

82.6%

11.7
36
22

45.5%
239
11.7
189

77.3%

16.9
45
14

43.9%

337

12.6
9.9

1980

77.2%

14.3
5.7
29

30.2%
26.7
15.2
279

72.9%

17.7
7.0
24

1990

70.4%

19.0
7.8
2.8

21.0%
26.0
213
317

64.7%

219

10.5
30

20.0%
311
24.0
249

2000

63.0%

25.1
8.5
34

17.0%
258
209
36.3

57.0%
26.6

45

15.5%
276
244
326

CPs
2000 2007
64.6% 59.7%
222 26.8

93 8.7

38 4.8
185% 16.6%
246 244
19.7 18.7
373 40.3
573% 51.6%
240 27.2
134 139

52 7.3
16.6% 13.0%
27.1 25.7
226 226
337 388




