
Share of workforce (decennial Census)*
Share of

 workforce (CPS) Change

Year 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2000 2007 1980-90 1990-2000 2000-07

Total

All immigrants    9.8%    7.3%    6.0%     5.2%     6.5%    8.8%  13.2%  13.4%    15.8% 2.3 4.4 2.4

Mexican immigrants 0.3 0.4 0.4 0.4     1.1 2.0 4.0 3.9   5.1 0.9 2.0 1.2

Other immigrants 9.5 6.9 5.6 4.8     5.4 6.8 9.2 9.6 10.7 1.4 2.4 1.2

Male

All immigrants  10.9%    7.8%    6.1%     5.0%     6.4%    9.4%  14.5%  15.0%    17.9% 3.0 5.1 2.8

Mexican immigrants 0.4 0.4  0.4 0.5 1.3 2.5 5.1 5.0   6.7 1.2 2.6 1.6

Other immigrants  10.5 7.4  5.7 4.5 5.1 6.9 9.4  10.0 11.2 1.8 2.5 1.2

Females

All immigrants     6.9%    6.0%     5.9%     5.4%     6.5%    8.2%   11.7%  11.6%    13.5% 1.7 3.5 1.9

Mexican immigrants 0.2 0.2  0.3 0.3 0.9 1.4 2.8 2.5   3.3 0.5 1.4 0.8

Other immigrants 6.7 5.8  5.6 5.1 5.6 6.8 8.9 9.1 10.2 1.2 2.1 1.1

 

 
Share of Mexican and other immigrants in workforce, 1940-2007

*  Population age 18-64. 

Source: Borjas and Katz (2005) and authors’ analysis of BLS data.

Table 3.30 from: Mishel, Lawrence, Jared Bernstein, and Heidi Shierholz, The State of Working America 2008/2009. An Economic Policy Institute Book. Ithaca, N.Y.: ILR Press, an 
imprint of Cornell University Press, 2009.


