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Annual regional employment growth, 1989-93	

Source: Current Employment Statistics.
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Unemployment rate by region, 1989-2005	

Source: Authors’ analysis of Current Population Survey.
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Job growth by state, 1989-92 and 2000-03

Source: Authors’ analysis of Current Population Survey.
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Source: Authors’ analysis of U.S. Census Bureau data.
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Source: Authors’ analysis of U.S. Census Bureau data.
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Long-term unemployment rate by region, 1989-2005

Source: Authors’ analysis of Current Population Survey.
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Source: Authors’ analysis of CPS-ORG.

Growth in 20th percentile wages by division, 1995-2000, 2000-03, and 2003-05
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Source: Authors’ analysis of CPS-ORG.

Growth in median percentile wages by division, 1995-2000, 2000-03, and 2003-05
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Value of federal minimum wage compared to
share of workforce covered by higher state minimums
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Value of federal minimum wage compared to share of workforce covered 
by higher state minimums
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State minimum wages greater than the federal minimum wage, 2006

		  2006 state	 Planned 2007	 Planned 2008
State	 minimum wage	 state minimum wage	 state minimum wage

Alaska	 $7.15	 $7.15	 $7.15
Arkansas	 6.25 (effective 10/1/06)	 6.25	 6.25
California	 6.75	 7.50	 8.00
Connecticut	 7.40	 7.65	 7.65
Delaware	 6.15	 6.65	 7.15
District of Columbia	 7.00	 7.00	 7.00
Florida	   6.40*	 Inflation-adjusted	 Inflation-adjusted
Hawaii	 6.75	 7.25	 7.25
Illinois	 6.50	 6.50	 6.50
Maine	 6.75	 6.75 (will increase to $7.00 on 10/1/07)	 7.00
Maryland	 6.15	 6.15	 6.15
Massachusetts	 6.75	 7.50	 8.00
Michigan	 6.95	 6.95 (will increase to $7.15 on 7/1/07)	 7.15 (will increase to $7.40 on 7/1/08)

Minnesota	 6.15	 6.15	 6.15
New Jersey	 7.15	 7.15	 7.15
New York	 6.75	 7.15	 7.15
North Carolina	 Federal level	 6.15	 6.15
Oregon	   7.50*	 Inflation-adjusted	 Inflation-adjusted
Pennsylvania	 Federal level	 6.25 (will increase to $7.15 on 7/1/07)	 7.15
Rhode Island	 7.10	 7.40	 7.40
Vermont	   7.25*	 Inflation-adjusted	 Inflation-adjusted
Washington	   7.63*	 Inflation-adjusted	 Inflation-adjusted
Wisconsin	 6.50	 6.50	 6.50
			 
*State minimum wage adjusted annually for inflation.

Source: U.S. Department of Labor.
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